
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Six: The Book of Hebrews 
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Hebrews 1:1-4;  2:14-18; 4:14-16; 7:11-17; 9:23-28; 11:1-6; 12:1-4
T
he largest epistle of the New Testament which does not name its author is a letter written to Jewish Christians. The letter is quite similar to the writings of Paul, but we cannot be sure he was the author.       

Like the book of Romans, it explains to those who know the Old Testament Jesus’ fulfillment of the Law. Its focus is on Jesus’ role as High Priest. The author starts declaring that God, “in these last days has spoken to us by His Son” (1:2). The gospel is God’s final effort to speak to man through the “good news” of Jesus Christ. This good news was not directed to angels (2:5, 16), but Jesus, in taking human flesh, was made “like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people” (2:17). The writer urges the reader to, “consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus” (3:1). Hebrews does just that.

Part of considering Jesus, means recognizing His faithfulness (3:2). This calls those who follow Him to do the same (3:14). Yet, the Christian can be assured that in Christ we have a High Priest who can “sympathize with our weaknesses” because He “was in all points tempted as we are yet without sin” (4:15). No human priest could claim that. Christ’s priesthood was appointed by God (5:5). Though not of the tribe of Levi, as all Mosaic priests were, Jesus was like the patriarchal priest Melchizedek (5:6). The Old Testament had promised One “according to the order of Melchizedek” (7:17; Ps. 110:4). The writer points out with “the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law” (7:12). No longer does the Law of Moses dictate God’s will for His people. Now “Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant” (7:22) and “continues forever” in an “unchangeable priesthood” (7:24).

The High Priest served in the tabernacle (and later in the temple). Christ, as our High Priest, “has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (9:24). The tabernacle was in fact a “copy” of things in heaven. As our High Priest, Jesus did not enter with the blood of an animal. Instead, “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (9:26). What wonderful love God has shown to mankind in offering Jesus Christ for our sins!

After outlining this powerful explanation of Jesus’ role as High Priest of the New Covenant, the writer ends by calling the reader to faithful obedience. Offering a list of Old Testament figures who all acted “by faith,” he asserts, “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (11:6). This “cloud of witnesses” (12:1), whose obedient lives testify of faith in God, should motivate us to greater faith. In trial or temptation we must look “unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (12:2). His example of obedience must motivate us to greater faith. 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	46
	Romans 15-16
	1 Corinthians 1-2
	1 Corinthians 3-4
	1 Corinthians 5-6
	1 Corinthians 7-8
	1 Corinthians 9-10
	1 Corinthians 11-12


Study Questions
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1.  When are the “last days” to which the Hebrew writer refers (1:2)?

2.  According to Hebrews 2:14 and 17 what is the way Jesus was “made like His brethren”?


Who are His “brethren”?


3.  What does the fact that Jesus can “sympathize with our weaknesses” allow us to do in Christ (4:15-16)?

4.  Who was Melchizedek and what did Abraham do to him (Gen, 14:18-20; Heb. 7:1-4).

5.  Does Hebrews 7:3 mean that Melchizedek was not human, or simply that his history is not recorded?

6.  Why would a change of priesthood demand a change of the law (7:11-16)?


From what tribe were all Mosaic priests?


From what tribe was Jesus?
 
7.  What does Hebrews 9:23-24 call “copies”?


“Copies” of what?

8.  What is different about the frequency of Mosaic offerings and Christ’s sacrifice of Himself (9:25-28)?

9.  What does it mean by saying that Old Testament figures acted “by faith” (11:1-40)?



Is this belief alone?




Key Passage: “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” (Hebrews 4:12-13, NKJV).
This Week’s Reading Schedule











PAGE  
92

